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The Berthouville Silver Treasure and Roman Luxury 

This elegantly produced book unveils an ancient treasure to modern-day readers 

LOS ANGELES—In 1830 a farmer plowing a field near 

the village of Berthouville in Normandy, France, 

discovered a trove of ancient Roman silver objects 

weighing some 55 pounds (25 kilograms). The 

Berthouville treasure, as the find came to be known, 

includes two statuettes representing the Gallo-Roman 

god Mercury and approximately sixty vessels— bowls, 

cups, pitchers, and plates, many of which bear votive 

inscriptions—along with dozens of smaller 

components and fragments. Dedicated to Mercury by 

various individuals, the treasure, including some of the 

finest ancient Roman silver to survive, fortunately 

escaped being melted down. It was acquired by the 

Cabinet des médailles et antiques of the Bibliothèque 

Royale (now the Département des Monnaies, médailles 

et antiques of the Bibliothèque nationale de France), 

where it was displayed until late 2010, when it was 

brought in its entirety to the Getty Villa together with four large, late antique silver plates, each with 

its own colorful history, for comprehensive conservation treatment. 

The Berthouville Silver Treasure and Roman Luxury (Getty Publications, $50.00, hardcover) is 

published to accompany an exhibition of the same name, opening at the Getty Villa on November 

18, 2014. It presents the highlights of the treasure and other Roman luxury arts from the holdings of 

the Cabinet des médailles—including precious gems, jewelry, gold coins, and colored marbles—and 

contextualizes them in a series of elucidating essays. 

 

Kenneth Lapatin is associate curator of antiquities at the J. Paul Getty Museum. He is the coauthor of 

The Last Days of Pompeii: Decadence, Apocalypse, Resurrection. 

Publication Information: 
The Berthouville Silver Treasure and Roman Luxury 

Kenneth Lapatin 
J. Paul Getty Museum 224 pages, 9 x 11 inches 
98 color and 1 b/w illustration, 2 maps 
ISBN 978-1-60606-420-7, hardcover  
US $50.00, £39.95 
 

Publication Date:  November 19, 2014 
 

Available at bookstores or through Getty Publications (800-223-3431). Distributed to the trade in the 
U.S. and Canada by the University of Chicago Press. 

http://shop.getty.edu/products/the-last-days-of-pompeii-978-1606061152

